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W. J. V. OSTERHOUT 
1871-1964 


Professor W. J. V. Osterhout died on April 9, 1964, aged 92 years, 
following a long illness. After serving on the faculties of the Univer- 
sity of California, and of Harvard University, he became a Member 
of The Rockefeller Institute in 1925, succeeding Jacques Loeb as 
head of the Division of General Physiology. Professor Osterhout 
had been an Editor of The Journal of General Physiology since its 
founding over 45 years ago. This is almost surely a record in 
the history of scientific periodicals. For many years the Journal 
served as the principal place of publication for Osterhout’s large 
number of papers in the fields of cellular permeability, electrical 
resistance, bioelectric potentials, and respiration. His influence 
upon students, colleagues, and the biological audience in general 
was exerted toward quantitative data and mathematical analysis 
of biological processes. His place is assured as one of the chief found- 
ers of general physiology in the United States. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Brief letters to the Editor that make specific scientific ref- 
erence to papers published previously in The Journal of 
General Physiology are invited. Receipt of such letters will be 


acknowledged, and those containing pertinent scientific 


comments and scientific criticisms will be published. 
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